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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 

1. This action is in reply to the Application filed on 2/28/2008. Claims 1-9 and 20-25 are currently 
pending. Claims 10-19 and 26-33 are cancelled by Applicant without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 1, 
6, 20, and 22 are amended. All pending claims have been examined and stand rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

3. Claim(s) 1-4, 6-9, and 20-25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Todd, 
U.S. Publication No.: 2003/0061093, in view of Simpson, U.S. Patent No.: 6,070,153, further in view of 
Jimenez, U.S. Publication No.: 2003/0015589. 

Claim 1: 

Todd teaches maintaining user, account, and reward information in a financial reward system 
(see at least paragraph(s) 0016-0018) where rewards that can be based on credit card, debit card, or 
check transactions (see at least paragraph(s) 0061 and 0076) are recorded in a customer's reward 
record, which is an account of the specific customer's accumulated rewards amounts related to the 
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account which funded the transaction (see at least paragraph(s) 0024 and 0028). Therefore Todd 
broadly teaches the following limitations: 

• receiving credit-account parameters to be associated with the instrument; (see at least 
paragraph(s) 0016-0018 and 0032) In order to maintain user, account, and reward 
information, it would be inherent that the information would first have to be received. 

• establishing a credit account associated with the instrument in accordance with the credit- 
account parameters; (see at least paragraph(s) 0016-0018, 0061, and 0076) In order to 
maintain user, account, and reward information or to conduct transactions funded by a 
financial account, it would be inherent that the account would have to first be established. 

• receiving stored-value-account parameters to be associated with the instrument; (see at least 
paragraph(s) 0016-0018 and 0032) In order to maintain user, account, and reward 
information, it would be inherent that the information would first have to be received. 

• establishing a stored-value account associated with the instrument in accordance with the 
stored-value-account parameters; (see at least paragraph(s) 0018 and 0028) In order to 
maintain reward record information or to accumulate value in a reward record it would be 
inherent that the reward record or reward account would have to first be established. 

• linking the credit account and the stored-value account; (see at least paragraph(s) 0018 and 
0032) 

• and initiating issuance of the instrument to the customer substantially contemporaneously 
with linking the credit account and the stored-value account, (see at least paragraph(s) 0047, 
0049, and 0061) In order for a customer to use a credit card, issued by a financial institution, 
to conduct financial transactions, it would be inherent that the credit card first be issued to the 
customer before such transactions could take place. 

While Todd does broadly teach the limitations as shown above, Todd does not explicitly state that 
the linking of the credit and stored value accounts and initiating issuance of the instrument occur 
substantially contemporaneously. Simpson, however, teaches that "applicants would complete 
application documentation for both accounts and return them to the Issuing Company [and then] separate 
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account records would be set up for the credit card accounts and corresponding Investment Accounts. 
These data bases would be linked by account numbers and cross-referenced in that fashion (see at least 
column 6 lines 23-28)." Simpson also teaches that "simultaneously with the credit facility application the 
cardholder/investor fills out an IRA Application and Custodial Agreement (see at least column 3 line 66 to 
column 4 line 1)." It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Todd and Simpson and to link the two accounts 
substantially contemporaneously with issuing the credit card to the user because these are the final steps 
in setting up the above stated system and it would increase efficiency to do these steps at about the 
same time. 

Neither Todd nor Simpson explicitly teaches that the instrument includes a single identifier such 
that a merchant is able to access funds from both the credit account and the stored-value account with 
the single identifier. However, Jimenez teaches a bank/phone card, which can be used as a telephone 
card or to process credit and/or debit transactions, that utilizes a single card account number (see at least 
Fig. 1-14, the Abstract, and paragraph(s) 0015, 0026, and 0042). It would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Todd and 
Simpson with the teachings of Jimenez because this would allow users to access funds in various credit 
and/or stored-value accounts using a single combination bank/credit/debit/phone card and identification 
number (see at least paragraph(s) 0015-0019), eliminating the need to carry and manage multiple cards 
for different purposes. 
Claim 2: 

Simpson further teaches: 

• initiating issuance of the instrument is performed after linking the credit account and the 
stored-value account, (see at least column 3 line 66 to column 4 line 1 and column 6 lines 23- 
28). Simpson teaches linking the two accounts during the application process. In order to 
issue the credit instrument to the customer, the application process would have to be 
completed and the application would have to have been approved. Therefore linking the two 
accounts happens before issuing the credit instrument to the customer. 
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Claim 3: 

Simpson further teaches: 

• the credit-account parameters include specification of a credit limit, (see at least column 4 
lines 27-37) 

Claim 4: 

Todd further teaches: 

• the stored-value-account parameters include specification of a limited set of one or more 
merchants at which the stored-value account may be used, (see at least paragraph(s) 0003) 
Todd teaches that it is old and well known to offer rewards points that can be redeemable for 
products or services. As an example, Todd discloses the use of offering frequent flier mile 
reward points. The use of frequent flier miles are limited at least to airlines or businesses that 
sell airline tickets, therefore Todd teaches specifying a limited set of merchants at which the 
stored-value account may be used. 

Claim 6: 

Todd and Jimenez further teach: 

• receiving a request to reload value into the stored value account, the request being supported 
by funds from other than the credit account; (see at least paragraph(s) 0032, 0062, and 0082 
in Todd and paragraph(s) 0042 and 0044 in Jimenez) 

• and augmenting a value amount for the stored-value account in accordance with the request, 
(see at least paragraph(s) 0032, 0062, and 0082) 

Claim 7: 

Todd further teaches: 

• loading value equal to a specified fraction of an amount of a credit transaction executed with 
the instrument into the stored-value account in response to execution of the credit 
transaction, (see at least paragraph(s) 0007, 0024, 0027, 0073, and 0082) 
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Claim 8: 

Todd further teaches: 

• generating a consolidated statement summarizing customer activity on the linked credit 
account and stored-value account, (see at least paragraph(s) 0046 and 0081) 

Claim 9: 

Todd further teaches: 

• responding to a customer-service request relating to at least one of the linked credit account 
and stored-value account, (see at least paragraph(s) 0067-0068) 

Claims 20-25: 

Claim 20 is parallel with the limitations in claim 1, thus is rejected on the same basis. 
Claim 21 is parallel with the limitations in claim 2, thus is rejected on the same basis. 
Claim 22 is parallel with the limitations in claim 6, thus is rejected on the same basis. 
Claim 23 is parallel with the limitations in claim 7, thus is rejected on the same basis. 
Claim 24 is parallel with the limitations in claim 8, thus is rejected on the same basis. 
Claim 25 is parallel with the limitations in claim 9, thus is rejected on the same basis. 

4. Claim(s) 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Todd, in view of Simpson, 
in vew of Jimenez, further in view of Centura (http://web.archive.org/web/19980211083417/ 
www.centura.com/cashcards/ travelsmart.html). 

Claim 5: 

Todd, Simpson, and Jimenez teach the limitations disclosed above, but they do not teach 

• the stored-value-account parameters include specification of an initial value amount for the 
stored-value account. 

Centura, however, teaches "the Centura TravelSmart Program awards one travel point for every 
dollar you spend with your card-points you can use on any airline! And your points add up fast. That's 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,924 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3693 

because we give you 1 ,000 points just for signing up." It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teachings of Centura 
and to offer an initial value in the associated stored-value account because this would encourage people 
to accept that offer instead of another similar offer, from a competitor, that may not offer an initial value in 
the stored-value account. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-9 and 20-25 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

7. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Paul Shumate whose telephone number is 571-270-1830. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM, EST alt Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Name: Paul W. Shumate 

Title: Patent Examiner 

Date: 05/27/08 
Signature: /Paul Shumate/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



/James A. Kramer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



